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(Rice News Briefing)
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(Rice sector looks to up exports)
Phnom Penh Post: 12 May 2020

The government and the private sector are jointly studying
the feasibility of lowering paddy production costs and refin-
ing milled rice export plans to increase the competitiveness
of Cambodia’s market.

Ministry of Commerce secretary of state Sok Sopheak on Monday said ongoing discussions are aimed
at identifying the challenges and giving the Kingdom’s rice sector a competitive edge.

He was speaking at a meeting on rice production costs with representatives from the Cambodia Rice
Federation (CRF) and the Cambodian Agricultural Value Chain Program. (Read more
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(Cambodia to resume white rice export after
the sale of Cambodian rice earlier this year
“ with good results )
j RFI: 13 May 2020
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+ (Ministry of Commerce discussed with related

< sectors on the cost of production and Cambodian
rice export )

RFI: 12 May 2020
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(Cambodia resumed rice export following no
newly confirmed cases of COVID-19 )

VoA: 13 May 2020
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(Rice exports to resume)
Khmer Times: 14 May 2020

| The government announced yesterday the private sector can
resume the export of white rice to the international market
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(Cambodian rice exports burdened by power and
transport costs)

Khmer Times: 13 May 2020

The Ministry of Commerce and Cambodia Rice Federation (CRF) are continuing working to solve the
long-running challenges of the Kingdom’s high cost of electricity and transportation in order to boost

the country’s rice industry. The meeting by the ministry with participants from concerned parties such
as the CRF and Cambodia Agricultural Value Chain Programme (CAVAC).... (Read more

on May 20 — one month after imposing an export ban —
according to the Minister of Economy and Finance.

/ i 4 o
The announcement was signed by Minister of Economy and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth who stated
that, based on a request from the Cambodia Rice Federation (CRF), the government is now

resuming the export of white rice in order to facilitate agreements with foreign countries from May

20. (Read more)
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. (Rice export predicted to significantly increase
with growing demand amid COVID-19 crisis)
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(Export Competitiveness key to Cambodia’s rice

1ndustry)

The Ministry of Commerce and development partner — CAVAC (Cambodia Agriculture Value Chain
Programme) — have reviewed a study on rice export cost, aiming to enhance the competitiveness of
Cambodia’s rice export. The discussion was held under the chairmanship of Sok Sopheak, Secretary of
State at the Ministry of Commerce with representatives from CAVAC and Cambodia Rice Federation.

Read more)
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(Oknha Song Saran: “If nothing changes, Cambodia will
achieve almost 1 million tonnes of rice export™ )
RFE: 13 May 2020
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(Shouting for agricultural investments
in Battambang)

Khmer Times: 14 May 2020

The provincial governor in Battambang has called on local and foreign investors to seek investment
opportunities in the province, claiming the sector has great potential but not so many investors
have invested in the province.

The province now boasts a large-scale investment by Korean and Chinese investors in producing
capsules from cassava starch, according to Battambang provincial governor Nguon Ratanak.

(Read more)
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(Australian firm keen to invest in Cambodia’s rice
production chain)

Khmer Times: 15 May 2020

An Australian firm is eying investment in Cambodia’s paddy rice and milled rice production chain for
export to Australia. This was made known by Pablo Kang, Ambassador of Australia during a meeting
with Pan Sorasak, Minister of Commerce.

Mr Sorasak thanked the Ambassador as well as the Government of Australia for the willingness and
looked forward to concretising it. (Read more)
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(Basmati export down due to shortage of cargo containers)
= Economic Times: 12 May 2020

KOLKATA: India’s basmati rice exports have halved to 2 lakh tonnes
per month on a shortage of cargo containers at the ports. The shortage
of containers comes at a time of ample demand from the Middle East
countries. Basmati rice exporters said there is a 50%-60% shortage in
cargo containers at ports, which slowed down movement of basmati rice
from the country to export destinations.(Read more
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(Electricity prices remain a major issue for Cambodian
rice production)

Koh santepheap: 16 May 2020
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(China hands out more grain import quotas to increase purchases — sources)

&5 (China) Reuters: 13 May 2020

BEIJING, May 13 (Reuters) - China is allocating more low-tariff import quotas for corn this year and may expand
its use of wheat quotas as it seeks to step up farm purchases from the United States and meet a pledge to comply

with global trade rules, according to three sources.

China has a 95% self-sufficiency target for its rice, corn and wheat consumption, but allows a certain volume of
imports through a tariff rate quota (TRQ) system. The quotas allow importers to buy specified volumes with duties

as low as 1%, compared with 65% without the quotas.

However the opaque system has been widely criticized by grain exporters who say Beijing does not issue the
promised volume of quota, limiting purchases from overseas. As part of a Phase 1 trade deal with the United States
in January, China pledged to allow for the full use of its TRQs and it has issued more than 6 million tonnes of

low-tariff corn quotas in 2020 so far, said two sources familiar with the matter. (Read more
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(Government permit white rice export after suspended
for over a month )

Koh santepheap: 16 May 2020
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(Govt buys about 6,300 tons of rice in reserve from 40 companies)

Hngen (Myanmar) Eleven Myanmar: 13 May 2020

Government started purchasing, inspecting, accepting and storing State rice reserves on April 30, and about 6,300

tons of rice bought from 40 export companies have been stored in five warehouses.

The Ministry of Commerce, in cooperation with Myanmar Inspection and Testing Services Ltd and Myanmar Rice
Federation, took charge of those tasks.

The Department of Trade has announced that in declaring export of rice, licensed exporters must sell 10 percent
of their amount declared to the government for State rice reserves. The aim is to ensure local food security, price
stability, farmers” income improvement and increased exportation during the Covid-19 outbreak. Companies need
to sell and send 10 percent of the amount of rice and broken rice stated in their (Read more
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(Philippines Awaits 400,000 Tons Rice as Vietnam Resumes Export)

Bloomberg: 11 May 2020

WS (Philippines)

Vietnam assured it will deliver 400,000 metric tons of rice to the Philippines
after it decided to resume exports to Southeast Asian countries starting May 1.

“This means that Vietnamese rice exporters will commence fulfillment of their
contracts with Philippine importers, and consider future supply deals under an
existing bilateral trade agreement,” Philippine Agriculture Secretary William Dar

said in a statement. (Read more

(PH to remain world’s top rice importer)
Inquirer net: 14 May 2020

Ujeiis (Philippines)

Despite moves by the Department of Agriculture to increase the country’s local production of palay, global
projections showed that the Philippines is still on its way to become the biggest importer of the grain this year and
the next.

Based on a report released by the US Department of Agriculture Foreign Agricultural Service, the Philippines is
expected to import 2.5 million metric tons (MT) of rice this year and 3.3 million MT of rice in 2020—seen to be
the highest in the world and the highest for the country.

This would make the Philippines the biggest rice importer for three consecutive years, with a population of 108
million, eventually displacing China from the top spot. The economic behemoth, with a population of 1.4 billion,
is only projected to import 2.3 million MT and 2.2 million MT of rice for this year and in 2021. (Read more

SeshRCS 2gBMNSVEBHNCE 2R EMAHNSCHBRBaN
AmagemignugigngsinsnesgngSsod

S BEsBnmisios sglesg idmssipnsugifiisinassaihe Sesam
(PHL opens G2G rice importation round with Asean states, India)

UIUAS (Philippines
JIURS (Philppines) Business Miror: 12 May 2020

THE country has initiated its 300,000-metric ton (MT) government-to-govern-
ment (G2G) rice importation after state-run Philippine International Trading
Corp. (PITC) sent a formal communication to trade partners to participate in the
bidding.

In a statement on Monday, Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar said the PITC
“has officially opened” the G2G importation, which seeks to boost domestic
supplies during the lean months, or when harvest is minimal. (Read more

(Private sector profits as government struggles to stockpile rice for pandemic)

BHinsén (Myanmar)

Myanmar now: 14 May 2020

on storage to stockpile rice during the pandemic because the state cannot
_ afford to and its own facilities are damaged, in bad locations, or already
in use.

The rice will go to warehouses in Yangon’s industrial zones that were
state-owned before 2010, when the previous military government over-
saw mass sell-offs of public property to military-owned companies and
military cronies. (Read more)

sBsmem wofeagumesisiencs SmiansansinsScod
(Ghana’s Rice Farmers Might Benefit From COVID Pandemic)

UNAM (Ghana)
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VOA: 12 May 2020

ACCRA, GHANA - Rice plays a huge role in diets in Ghana, from the famous
West African jollof rice to rice and stew - but most of these grains are imported.

In 2019, Ghana launched Eat Ghana Rice, a campaign aimed at supporting the
local rice industry, but imports still dominate.Demand for local rice has been
on the increase in Ghana as a result of the campaign. But in markets across the
West African nation, imported brands still dominate. (Read more
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(Malaysia signs record rice deal with India)
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ROM (India)

‘Bangkok Post: 15 May 2020
MUMBALI: Malaysia has agreed to import a record 100,000 tonnes of

rice from India for shipment this month and next, in a further sign of
improving trade relations between the countries after a diplomatic spat.

The first such purchase this year is already nearly twice the average
annual volume of rice Malaysia has imported from India in the last
five years, as rival suppliers such as Myanmar, Vietnam and Cambodia
placed temporary curbs on exports to save the grain for domestic use
during the coronavirus crisis. (Read more)
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HIPHSIRIBEY  FOB Price
as of 15 May 2020

1050

Rice Standard (Price USD/ MT)

i 5% 10% Al Supper  A] Extra
s
Jasmine (Malys Angkor) 945

n\ﬂsnu T \ *1000

i Standard Fragrant Rice_SKO 835
'ﬂ“mﬂm JANALIRRN ! A, A | White Rice_Premium (Soft cooking) 550

T !
ummmxﬂm | AR 1 Parboiled Rice 590
mmiuu AL Organic Parboiled Rice 1000
B .
fids [ Angkor) 1400
imians

g s e e 1370

Source : Cambodian Exporters and Millers
Note: Price Fluctuation : +/-2%
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